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“Children taking
part in Children’s
University made

two additional
months progress

in reading and
maths compared
to children in the

other schools.” 

Children’s University works with schools and local providers to
develop a love of learning in primary school aged children. 

T h e y  d o  t h i s  b y  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n d  c e l e b r a t i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n
e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a n d  o u t s i d e  o f  s c h o o l .  T h e
i m p a c t  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  p r o v e n  t o  b e  p o s i t i v e  w h i c h  i s
w h y  t h e y  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  c r e a t i n g  a  l e v e l  p l a y i n g  f i e l d  o f
o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  o p e n i n g  u p  a c c e s s  t o  c h i l d r e n  o f  a l l
b a c k g r o u n d s .  

What is Children’s University 



T h a n k s  t o  f u n d i n g  f r o m  J o h n  L y o n ’ s  C h a r i t y ,  a n d  a
p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  Y o u n g  H a r r o w  F o u n d a t i o n ,  H a r r o w
S c h o o l  a n d  J o h n  L y o n  S c h o o l  -  C h i l d r e n ’ s  U n i v e r s i t y  h a s
l a n d e d  i n  H a r r o w .  I t  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  b r o a d e r  v i s i o n  o f  t h i s
p a r t n e r s h i p  t o  b r i d g e  t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n  s c h o o l s  a n d  l o c a l
s e r v i c e s .  

Children’s University in Harrow

The offer is open to three primary schools
in this first year.

Harrow School and John Lyon
School already offer a number of
enrichment and support to primary
schools in Harrow. This programme
will enable them to extend that offer
and and develop their offers
alongside partner schools say they
need. 

Young Harrow Foundation has 250+
local delivery organisations in its
network and this programme will
formalise links between schools and
local voluntary sector organisations. 

The model for Harrow will be focused
on empowering schools to take
ownership of the programme
through training and upskilling their
staff and parent ambassadors. 



R e s e a r c h  s h o w s  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r
a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  p o s i t i v e l y  i m p a c t  o n  a t t a i n m e n t ,  i n c r e a s e  a
p u p i l ’ s  p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  s c h o o l ,  a n d  b u i l d  s e l f -
c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  r e s i l i e n c e .  R e s e a r c h  a l s o  s h o w s  t h a t  c h i l d r e n
t h a t  d o  n o t  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f a l l  b e h i n d ,
l a c k  c o n f i d e n c e ,  a n d  f a i l  t o  d e v e l o p  c a r e e r  a s p i r a t i o n s .  T h e
r e s u l t i n g  a t t a i n m e n t  g a p  i s  s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  2 5 %  o f  c h i l d r e n
f r o m  t h e  m o s t  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  b a c k g r o u n d s  a c h i e v e  b e l o w
e x p e c t e d  a t t a i n m e n t  l e v e l s  

The Need for Children’s University 

T h e y  f e e l  t h e y  h a v e  g r o w n  i n  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  s e l f -
b e l i e f  

T h e y  h a v e  e n j o y e d  n e w  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  i n  n e w  p l a c e s
a n d  w a n t  t o  k e e p  e x p l o r i n g  

T h e y  b e l i e v e  t h e y  h a v e  a  b r o a d e r  r a n g e  o f  e s s e n t i a l
s k i l l s

T h e y  f e e l  e m p o w e r e d  t o  m a k e  p o s i t i v e  c h o i c e s  a b o u t
t h e i r  f u t u r e

T h e y  s e e  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  i s  f u n ,  a s p i r a t i o n a l  a n d  l i f e l o n g  

T h e y  f e e l  t h e i r  e y e s  h a v e  b e e n  o p e n e d  t o  a
m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  l e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

T h e y  f e e l  c e l e b r a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  l e a r n i n g
b y  t h e i r  f a m i l y ,  s c h o o l  a n d  c o m m u n i t y .

Key outcomes for every child 
F o r  e v e r y  c h i l d  t h a t  t a k e s  p a r t  i n  C h i l d r e n ’ s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  w e
w a n t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o u t c o m e s :



How will it work in Harrow

Y o u r  s c h o o l  d e c i d e s  w h i c h  c h i l d r e n  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s
U n i v e r s i t y  -  m a n y  d e c i d e  t o  o f f e r  i t  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  y e a r
g r o u p .    O n c e  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  t h e y  c a n  s t a r t
t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  v a l i d a t e d  L e a r n i n g
D e s t i n a t i o n .  

A t  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e y  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  c o d e  f r o m  t h e i r
v a l i d a t e d  L e a r n i n g  D e s t i n a t i o n ,  t o  s h o w  a t t e n d a n c e .  T h e
a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  b e  a  m i x t u r e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  b a s e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a s
w e l l  a s  p r o g r a m m e s  w i t h i n  s c h o o l  /  a f t e r  s c h o o l  o n s i t e .  A s
p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m m e  w e  c a n  h e l p  c o n n e c t  y o u  t o  p o t e n t i a l
l o c a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  c h a r i t i e s  t h a t  m a y  h e l p  f i l l  a n y  g a p s
y o u ’ v e  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  y o u r  e x t r a  c u r r i c u l a r  /  p e r s o n a l
d e v e l o p m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .   
 

C h i l d r e n  a n d  p a r e n t s  w i l l  b e  g i v e n
a c c e s s  t o  C U  O n l i n e ,  a  d i g i t a l
p l a t f o r m  w h e r e  L e a r n i n g  H o u r s
a n d  c e r t i f i c a t e s  c a n  b e  t r a c k e d .  

C h i l d r e n  a r e  a w a r d e d  c e r t i f i c a t e s
u p o n  r e a c h i n g  a  B r o n z e  A w a r d  ( 3 0
h o u r s ) ,  S i l v e r  A w a r d  ( 6 5  h o u r s )
a n d  G o l d  A w a r d  ( 1 0 0  h o u r s )

O n  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  a  G o l d  A w a r d ,
c h i l d r e n  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  g r a d u a t e
a t  a  f o r m a l  c e r e m o n y  w e a r i n g  a
c a p  a n d  g o w n .

Celebrating Success 



Children’s University Online 

C h i l d r e n ’ s  U n i v e r s i t y  O n l i n e  i s  t h e  d i g i t a l  p l a t f o r m  t h a t ’ s  a
f u n ,  s a f e  a n d  s e c u r e  o n l i n e  s p a c e  f o r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  r e c o r d
w h a t  t h e y ’ r e  d o i n g .

I t ’ s  g r e a t  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  f a m i l i e s ,  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  m a k e s  i t
e a s i e r  f o r   l e a r n i n g  p r o v i d e r s  t o  g e t  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  v a l i d a t e d .  

For schools

S c h o o l s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  m o n i t o r  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e
c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  o n l i n e  p l a t f o r m  a n d  r e p o r t  o n  t h e
a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  t h e y  t a k e  p a r t  i n ,  b o t h  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e  o f
s c h o o l .  E a s y - t o - u s e  p r i n t a b l e  r e p o r t s  w i l l  s h o w  w h a t
e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h e  s c h o o l  h a s  t o  o f f e r  t h e i r
p u p i l s ,  w h a t  s k i l l s  a r e  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e
S k i l l s  B u i l d e r  f r a m e w o r k ,  a n d  w h a t  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  l e a r n i n g
a r e  p o p u l a r  a n d  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r
d e v e l o p m e n t .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e  a n  e a s y  w a y  t o  m o n i t o r
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e n c o u n t e r s  t h e i r  p u p i l s  h a v e  w i t h  e m p l o y e r s
a n d  F E / H E  e n v i r o n m e n t s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  G a t s b y
B e n c h m a r k s .



Learning Destinations

L e a r n i n g  D e s t i n a t i o n s  p l a y  a  b i g  p a r t  i n  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s
U n i v e r s i t y .  T h e y  a r e  w h e r e  y o u r  s t u d e n t s / f a m i l i e s  v i s i t ,
w h e t h e r  i n  p e r s o n  o r  o n l i n e ,  a n d  t a k e  p a r t  i n  l e a r n i n g
a c t i v i t i e s .  A c t i v i t i e s  f a l l  i n t o  t w o  c a t e g o r i e s  -  S c h o o l  B a s e d
A c t i v i t i e s  &  C o m m u n i t y  A c t i v i t i e s  

School Based
Y o u  a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  a s  a  L e a r n i n g
D e s t i n a t i o n  o n c e  y o u r  s c h o o l  i s
a  m e m b e r  s c h o o l  w i t h  t h e
C h i l d r e n ’ s  U n i v e r s i t y .  Y o u r
s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  b e
u p l o a d e d  t o  C U  O n l i n e  w h e r e
o n l y  y o u r  p u p i l s  c a n  v i e w  t h e m .
A c t i v i t i e s  m a y  i n c l u d e  b e f o r e
a n d  a f t e r  s c h o o l  c l u b s ,  s p e c i a l
p r o j e c t s  o r  h o l i d a y  a c t i v i t i e s ,
p r o v i d i n g  t h e r e  i s  l e a r n i n g
i n v o l v e d .  Y o u  c a n  u p l o a d
a c t i v i t i e s  y o u r s e l f ,  o r  a  m e m b e r
o f  o u r  t e a m  c a n .  I f  y o u  a r e
u n s u r e  i f  a n  a c t i v i t y  c a n  b e
i n c l u d e d ,  p l e a s e  g e t  i n  t o u c h .

Community 
A  p u b l i c  L e a r n i n g  D e s t i n a t i o n  i s
a n y  a c t i v i t y  p r o v i d e r  w h o  i s
v a l i d a t e d  w i t h  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s
U n i v e r s i t y .  T h e s e  c a n  b e  l o c a l
t o  H a r r o w ,  o r  t h e y  m a y  b e
n a t i o n a l l y  v a l i d a t e d .  T h e r e  a r e
a l s o  a  n u m b e r  o f  o n l i n e
L e a r n i n g  D e s t i n a t i o n s  w h o  h a v e
b e e n  v a l i d a t e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o
t h e  n e e d  f o r  o n l i n e  l e a r n i n g  i n
t h e  p a s t .  A l l  L e a r n i n g
D e s t i n a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n
v a l i d a t e d  b y  a  t r a i n e d  m e m b e r
o f  o u r  C U  t e a m  t o  e n s u r e  h i g h
q u a l i t y  l e a r n i n g  t a k e s  p l a c e .



J o h n  L y o n ’ s  C h a r i t y  h a s  f u n d e d  t h e  p r o g r a m m e  f o r  H a r r o w ,
w h i c h  m e a n s  s c h o o l s  r e c e i v e :   

The Support Package

U s e  o f  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s  U n i v e r s i t y  l o g o  

V a l i d a t i o n  o f  y o u r  a c t i v i t i e s

g r a d u a t i o n  c e r e m o n i e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l o a n  o f
c a p s  a n d  g o w n s

R e g u l a r  a s s e m b l i e s  a s  r e q u i r e d

P a r t n e r s h i p  s u p p o r t  t o  c o n n e c t  y o u  t o  l o c a l
v a l i d a t e d  p r o v i d e r s  t h a t  m a y  r u n  a c t i v i t i e s  i n
y o u r  s c h o o l  

A c c e s s  t o  w i d e r  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  v a l i d a t e d
a c t i v i t i e s  

T h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a c t i v i t i e s
p r o v i d e d  b y  H a r r o w  S c h o o l  /  J o h n  L y o n ’ s  S c h o o l  

A d m i n  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  C U  p r o j e c t  c o o r d i n a t o r  

A c c e s s  t o  t h e  d i g i t a l  p l a t f o r m  f o r  s c h o o l  s t a f f
a n d  p u p i l s



C o m m i t  t o  a n  i n i t i a l  n e e d s  a n a l y s i s  m e e t i n g  

T o  p r o v i d e  a  n a m e d  m e m b e r  o f  s t a f f  t o  w o r k  w i t h  o u r
p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r  t o  h e l p  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  p r o g r a m m e  i n
y o u r  s c h o o l  

T o  w o r k  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e m  t o
k e e p  t h e i r  o n l i n e  l e a r n i n g  p a s s p o r t  u p  t o  d a t e

T o  h e l p  k e e p  p a r e n t s  i n f o r m e d  a n d  e n g a g e d  w i t h  t h e
p r o g r a m m e  ( w e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  y o u  t o
s h a r e )

Commitment From Schools 

T h i s  a  p r o g r a m m e  i s  f u n d e d  b y  J o h n  L y o n ’ s  C h a r i t y  s o  t h e
p r o g r a m m e  i s  F R E E .  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  c o m m i t m e n t s  w e
e x p e c t  f r o m  t h e  p a r t n e r  s c h o o l

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
d i s c u s s  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s
U n i v e r s i t y  o f f e r  i n  y o u r

s c h o o l ,  c o n t a c t  C e r i
M o r r i s  ( P a r t n e r s h i p s

M a n a g e r  a t  Y o u n g
H a r r o w  F o u n d a t i o n )

Get in touch

 ceri.morris@youngharrow.org 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WFDTWSX



